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The interaction with Je Suis Dead started with an usher demanding that we observed the notice advising us not to panic if we found the performance's non-linear structure disorientating. It continued with the three cast members introducing the audience members to each other from seats within the auditorium. None of this made me feel too comfortable, but within a few minutes of the actual performance it was clear this was not to be defined by gimmicks but by a highly original concept, passionately developed.

Three people, linked by their survival of a tragic event, overcome emotional turmoil and comic misunderstanding to find an understanding of themselves through the traumas and resolve of their ancestors. This is bewildering at times as the dead interact with the three characters, their stories confined to their own time and place but infecting the actions of the living.

The play is thoughtful, provocative, demanding and funny. Everything from awkward silences to mania is portrayed with both subtlety and intensity. On top of all this are touches of humour that are as delicate as they are farcical. Although the performers were all excellent, Mary Pearson's warmth and incredible sense of comic timing was breathtaking at times.

Simple onstage costume changes and a limited set meant the audience were never distracted from the fluency of movement and the wonderfully complex characters. At the end there was little resolution but a massive amount of empathy with the three main roles. And then I avoided the Q and A, just in case.
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