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Press release Je Suis Dead 

Je Suis Dead deals with the themes of isolation and alienation that are so prevalent in our modern society. We are constantly striving for our individuality, yet our DNA tells a different truth: that we are in fact made up of many people who came before us, and inevitably linked to those around us. What needs to happen for us to remember our shared humanity?

Three modern day people are thrown together in the aftermath of a near fatal train crash. Yet unbeknown to them the crash also brings back to life other parts of themselves, which manifest as strange characters from the past each with their own story to tell. Let loose and run wild, some stories are connecting, others seeming to repeat, still others remaining isolated. In the midst of it all the three strangers are forced to deal with their rapidly changing perceptions of reality. Emily, a dreamy primary school teacher is exposed to the brutal side of life; James, the ruthless businessman is losing control; and Helen, a deeply private and conventional office worker awakens to her own vitality. As they reach out to each other in their vulnerable post crash state, their stories start to overlap and roles begin to get confused. 
Je Suis Dead is a thought provoking exploration of the multiple selves existing in each of us, and the interconnectedness of the stories we contain.

Fool’s Proof Theatre draws on the life experiences and varied cultural backgrounds of each company member to create fiction. For Je Suis Dead they started with personal research into family ancestry, searching for specific themes that emerged and repeated over generations.

In Je Suis Dead, they combine absurd humor and a compelling fragmented narrative with strong visual and highly physical theatre.

Fool’s Proof Theatre is an international company based in Liverpool, founded in 2005 by Ben Phillips (UK), Britt Jurgensen (Germany), and Mary Pearson (USA). 

Je Suis Dead is the company’s second piece in a proposed trilogy about identity and the invisible ties that bind us. It was first conceived and directed by Fool’s Proof Theatre in collaboration with Gey Pin Ang, formerly of the Workcentre of Jerzy Grotowski and Thomas Richards in Italy, and has since been reworked in collaboration with Linda Kerr Scott.

Their first piece The Eagle Has Landed has toured the UK nationally and internationally to the United States to great critical acclaim. It recently won the Baltimore City Paper award for best touring show 2009. 

Je Suis Dead premiered in the UK in 2009, and in 2010 toured internationally to San Francisco, USA and nationally in the UK.

On Je Suis Dead:

“… a highly original concept, passionately developed. The play is thoughtful, provocative, demanding and funny.”

Total Theatre
“I would recommend it to one and all for a fabulous evening of self-reflective physical theatre.“

- Theatre in Wales

On their first piece The Eagle Has Landed

“Like a poem...Every movement, tone and syllable is packed with meaning.“
–The Baltimore Sun, USA
Je Suis Dead is recommended for audiences aged 16+ and tours the East Coast of the United States from September 21st until October 2nd 2010. (See attached tour dates).

You can download biographies and images from:

http://www.foolsprooftheatre.com/downloads.html
For further information please contact:

Britt Jurgensen under britt@foolsprooftheatre.com
13A Hope Street • Liverpool L1 9BQ • info@foolsprooftheatre.com • www.foolsprooftheatre.com
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